
March 24, 2003

Tom Glass
11510 Summerhill Lane
Houston, TX 77024

Dear Mr. Glass :

Bob Evans asked me to respond to your email regarding Professor Weeks' request
that the Judicial Conference of the United States consider his proposed amendment
to the Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure to require a written opinion in all
dispositions issued by the U .S . Courts of Appeals .

The Association adopted policy on this very issue in February 2000 . I have
enclosed the policy and accompanying report (which is provided for explanatory
purposes only, since it is not part of the official policy statement) for your review .
It urges all courts of appeals "to provide in case dispositions (except in those
appeals the court determines to be wholly without merit), at a minimum, reasoned
explanations for their decisions ."

This policy supplements §3 .36 of the ABA Standards Relating to Appellate Courts,
adopted in 1977 . The standards require that every appellate case should be decided
by a memorandum opinion that, at a minimum, includes "a citation of the authority
or statement of grounds on which it is based ." The policy adopted in 2000
establishes a more explicit and slightly broader minimum standard .

The Standing Committee on Federal Judicial Improvements decided to co-sponsor
this policy after considerable discussion over its merits. If my memory serves me
correctly, I believe it was at the instance of the Standing Committee that
parenthetical language excluding non-meritorious opinions from the specified
requirements was added . The Standing Committee's deliberations centered on
trying to balance the legitimate rights and needs of parties to an appeal to
understand the basis for the ruling with the ever-increasing workload of the
appellate courts .
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